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SUBJECT: CODEL ALBERTBUCHAREST PRESS CONFERENCE 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CARL ALBERT, IN REMARKS 
MADE AT AN AUGUST 18 PRESS CONFRENCE IN BUCHAREST, EXPRESSED 
HIS "DEEP SATISFACTION" WITH THE U.S.-ROMANIAN BILATERAL RELATION- 
SHIP, AND CALLED FOR NEW TIES-PARTICULARLY IN THE LEGISLATIVE 
AND ECONOMIC FIELDS BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS. THE HOUSE 
LEADER, HERE TO HEAD UP AN OFFICIAL DELEGATION OF 17 CON- 
GRESSMEN VISITING SEVERAL EUROPEAN NATIONS, TOLD A LARGE 
GROUP OF JOURNALISTS THAT HE AND HIS CONGRESSIONAL COLLEAGUES 
HAD DERIVED, IN THEIR FOUR DAYS OF TALKS WITH ROMANIAN 
OFFICIALS, "A RENEWED SENSE OF THE IMPORTANCE AND STABILITY" 

OF THE U.S.-ROMANIAN RELATIONSHIP. 

THE U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION IS THE FIRST EVER TO MAKE 
AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO ROMANIA. THEIR TRIP COMES ONLY THREE WEEKS 
AFTER THE CONGRESS VOTED ITS APPROVAL OF MFN STATUS FOR ROMANIA, 
AND ONLY TWO WEEKS AFTER THE VISIT TO ROMANIA OF PRESIDENT 
FORD. WITH THAT CONGRESSIONAL VOTE, ROMANIAN 
BECAME THE FIRST EAST EUROPEAN NATION TO RECEIVE PREFERENTIAL 
TARIFF TREATMENT UNDER THE CONTROVERSIAL PROVISIONS OF THE 1974 
TRADE ACT. 

FOLLOWING SPEAKER ALBERT'S REMARKS, THE U.S. DELEGATION 
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TOPICS. AMONG THESE WERE BILATERAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS, 

PROSPECTS FOR A NEW ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
DEVELOPED AND UNDERDEVELOPED WORLD, AND THE AFTERMATH OF 
THE HELSINKI SUMMIT. SPEAKER ALBERT EXPRESSED HIS PERSONAL 
HOPE THAT ECONOMIC TIES BETWEEN THE U.S. AND ROMANIA WOULD 
EXPAND EVEN MORE WITH MFN, AND THAT THE OVERALL RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES WOULD IMPROVE WITH THE INTRODUCTION 
OF COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THE TWO LEGISLATURES. 

THE AMERICAN GROUP HAS BEEN IN THIS BALKAN NATION SINCE 
FRIDAY, MEETING AS A GROUP AND INDIVIDUALLY WITH A WIDE SPECTRUM 
OF ROMANIAN OFFICIALS. THEY HAVE ALSO TRAVELED TO THE ROMANIAN 
BLACK SEA COAST AND TO TRANSYLVANIA TO MEET WITH KEY ROMANIAN 
LEADERS. THEY DEPART TUESDAY, AUGUST 19 FOR YUGOSLAVIA. 
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